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S E C T I O N  N E W S

industry means that the labor conditions in Florida 
should concern us all. 

The Coalition for Immokalee Workers (CIW) 
formed in 1993 in response to the conditions 
above. Initially, the CIW used standard activist 
strategies, including community organizing, work 
stoppages, hunger strikes and marches. However, 
the vulnerability of poor Americans and immi-
grants allowed the growers to circumvent these 
actions. Eventually, the CIW changed its tactics 
and targeted a different segment of the supply 
chain—large buyers in the fast food and food 
service industries. This new direction called upon 
companies to take responsibility for the conditions 
of food production. The CIW’s “Campaign for Fair 
Food” initiated a strategy centered on the creation 
of partnerships with various corporations. Since 
2001, several agreements with fast food compa-
nies and food service providers have been signed. 
These agreements have resulted in wage increases, 
supply chain transparency, and the formation of 
third-party mechanisms for monitoring the food 
service industry. However, protecting farm worker 
rights still requires an active commitment from a 
wide range of the US public. 

I first became aware of the CIW in 2006 while 
attending a Florida Immigrant Coalition training 
conference. Prior to this, I was active in the 1999 
WTO protests in Seattle and the antiwar move-
ment in the US and New Zealand. However, 
although the aforementioned protests fed my 
desire to “smash capitalism,” I (like many protes-
tors at these events) understood that our efforts 
often had little immediate effect. In contrast, the 
CIW and partner groups, such as the Student/
Farmworker Alliance (SFA), have the experience 
and insight to instigate change benefiting present 
communities. These effects are visible first-hand 
to anyone attending the SFA’s Encuentro, an event 
involving one-on-one interaction between the 
CIW and area farm workers, held in Immokalee 
each September.

My principle involvement with these groups 
takes place on the University of Florida campus, 
where I am a PhD candidate in anthropology. 
Those of us adopting an openly activist stance in 
the academy understand the unique set of chal-
lenges that lie ahead. Graduate students are often 
specifically discouraged from being involved in 
such work. The time commitment is daunting. 
The combination of heavy workload and high 
turnover in graduate programs makes it difficult to 
sustain energy. The malaise and de-politicization 
that many graduate students observe is another 
serious hurdle. Such attitudes not only hinder 
involvement, but in the worst cases they can result 
in an atmosphere of hostility, where individuals 
who choose not to engage openly mock those 
who do. I believe modifying attitudes of hostility 
toward activism is both possible and necessary. 

As one way to address these concerns in 
Gainesville, anthropology students from the 
University of Florida and Santa Fe College have 
started a group called Engaged Anthropologists 
of Alachua County. We are an informal support 
system that coordinates with local groups and 
projects and meets off-campus at a community 
center. One of our central projects this semester 

centers on the SFA’s “Dine with Dignity” campaign, 
which calls on campus food service providers to 
sign an agreement with the CIW. This year’s AAA 
Annual Meeting is taking place in Philadelphia, 
home to the corporate headquarters of Aramark, 
which is one of the largest food service companies 
in the US. Aramark has contracts with univer-
sities, high schools, school districts and jails, 
and their high-volume, low-cost purchasing prac-
tices perpetuate poor living standards among the 
nation’s farm worker communities. We’re asking 
anthropologists from around the country to volun-
teer. If you are interested, please visit http://
activism.anthroyeti.com/AAActa to get involved.

Edward González-Tennant (etennant@ufl.edu) 
currently serves as the University of Florida’s contact 
person for the Student/Farmworker Alliance’s “Dine 
with Dignity” campaign. Send contribution ideas 
for the SAW column to Angela Jancius at  jancius@
ohio.edu.
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SCA Spring Meeting: Natureculture
The next SCA biennial conference will be held 
May 6–8, 2010 at La Fonda Hotel in Santa Fe, NM 
on the theme “Natureculture: Entangled Relations 
of Multiplicity.” In recent years, a number of 
theoretical developments in anthropology, geog-
raphy, and science and technology studies have 
problematized the modernist ontological divide 
between nature and culture and a whole series 
of binary oppositions that follow from it. The 
applications of these problematizations have 
been on topics as diverse as the concrete issues 
from which they arose: human/animal relations; 
the “imbroglios” of natureculture produced by 
technology; shifting notions of personhood; the 
status of “things,” substance and property; and 
approaches in terms of “rooted networks,” “rela-
tional webs,” and “intra-action,” to mention a few. 
Current events—ranging from global warming, 
opposition to mining technologies by indige-
nous groups, forms of human kinship emerging 

from new reproductive technologies, 
animal cloning and, most recently, 
swine flu—indicate the timeliness of 
these conceptual developments. 

This concern with natureculture has generated 
a host of useful conceptual tools: partial connec-
tions, the cyborg, multinaturalism, cosmopolitics, 
actor-network, intra-action, and ontological poli-
tics. The epistemic and political implications of 
these tools go beyond their analytical usefulness 
as innovative devices to explore novel phenomena. 
They complicate well-established fields of inquiry, 
such as political ecology, sexuality and human 
reproduction, kinship, modern politics, and even 
history; as well as categories like space, place and 
scale, and, indeed, the singular ontology that these 
fields sustain. As an expansive notion that ignores 
traditional divisions among spheres of life, natu-
reculture also blurs disciplinary boundaries and 
creatively connects fields of knowledge—indeed 
the natural and the social sciences can creatively 
collaborate, each becoming more than one. 

At the 2010 conference we seek to encourage 
inquiry into the ways that anthropological and 
specifically ethnographic inquiry present opportu-
nities to interrogate both the ontology of Western 
notions of history (and effectively provincialize 
it) and to historicize the notion of ontology, 
thus pluralizing it. How are diverse ontologies 
made and deployed? How are distinctive onto-
logical claims that sustain scientific, economic, 
domestic, ritual and governmental projects articu-
lated both within and across orders of naturecul-
ture? Anthropological exploration of these ques-
tions (that suspend “ethnographic” and “theoret-
ical” divides) may enable an iteration of ontolo-
gies as a relational analytic device, displacing 
its version as a pre-established reality-out-there 
(even if an open and shifting one)—the end-goal 
of investigative endeavors. 

The conference invites papers, films, photo essays 
and multimedia installations that track, propose or 
otherwise reveal and interrogate paradigmatic, 
disciplinary and ethico-political ruptures effected 
through the analytics of naturecultures. We are as 
interested in topics “traditional” to anthropology 
(magic, ritual and kinship, to name a few) as we are 
in thematic newcomers (animals, climate, oceans, 
air and GMOs) and, of course, those fields—such 
as race, the state, the environment, art, health 
and bodies, neoliberalism, sexuality and globaliza-
tion—that have occupied our discipline in the last 
generation. Multidisciplinary presentations as well 
as contributions by non-anthropologists will also 
be considered. Submissions may be made on the 
SCA website.

Culture-at-Large—Sex and Secularity: 
Conversations with Michael Warner
Culture-at-Large, SCA’s signature event at the 
AAA meeting, presents five anthropologists in 
conversation with an interlocutor from outside 
the discipline. This year’s event, organized by SCA 
Student Representative Mary Murrell for the 2009 
AAA meeting in Philadelphia, features Michael 
Warner, Seymour H Knox Professor of English 
and American Studies at Yale University. Warner 
is the author of Publics and Counterpublics (2002); 

Members of the Student/Farmworker Alliance 
prepare to meet with Aramark representatives in 
Philadelphia, spring 2009. Photo courtesy Marina 
Saenz-Luna




